VOTE AN ADDRESS FOR PEACE.                    141
I thought religion, rightly practised on both sides, jvould ha^ e made us all better friends, and, therefore, sometimes I began to think, that both the bishops of our side, and the preachers on theirs, made religion rather the pietence than the cause of the war, and from those thoughts I vigorously argued it at the council of war against marching to Bi entford, while the address for a tieaty of peace from the parliament was in hand, for I was for taking the parliament by the handle which they had given us, and entering into a negotiation with the advantage of its being at their own request
I thought the king had now in his hands an opportunity to make an honourable peace, for this battle of Edgehill, as much as they boasted of the victory to hearten up their fuends, had sorely weakened their army, and discouraged then party too, which in effect was worse as to their army. The hoi se were paiticulaily in an ill case, and the foot gieatly diminished , and the remainder very sickly But, besides this, the parliament were gieatly alaimed at the piogiess we made afterwards , and still feaiing the king's suiprising them, had sent for the Earl of Essex to London, to defend them , by which the country was, as it were, deserted and abandoned, and left to be plundered; our paities oveirun all places at pleasuie. All this while I considered, that whate\ci the soldieis of fortune meant by the war, our desires weic to suppress the exorbitant power of a paity, to establish om king m his just and legal rights , but not with a design to dostioy the constitution of government, and the being of parliament, and therefore I thought now was the time for peace, and thei e were a gieat many worthy gentlemen in the aimy of my mind, and, had our master had eais to hear us, the war might have had an end here
This addiess foi peace was received by the king at Maidenhead, whither this aimy was now axhanced, and his majesty retuined answer by Sir Peter Killcgiew, that he desired nothing moie, and would not be wanting on his part Upon this the parliament named commissioners, and his majesty, except-* ing against Sir John Evelyn, they left him out, and sent others, and desired the king to appoint his residence near London, where the commissioners might wait upon him. Accordingly the king appointed Windsor foi the place of treaty, and desned the tieaty might be hastened And tlms all things looked with a favourable aspect, when one unlucky